[image: image1.jpg]OggNDAGA ROSAMO GID
W NEWS RELEASE

AT BURNET PARK

For Immediate Release For more information:
Lorrell Walter, Director of Public Relations
Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park
Phone: (315) 435-8511 x110




Art Gone Wild! Winners Announced
SYRACUSE, NY (November 17, 2009) – Eight paintings in the Rosamond Gifford Zoo’s Art Gone Wild! exhibition were recently awarded commendations by a panel of judges, consisting of Steve Kern, director of the Everson Museum; Deb Haylor-McDowell, associate professor and chair of the art and photography department at Onondaga Community College and Melinda Johnson, arts editor for The Post-Standard. The judges spent more than two hours analyzing the 100 pieces in the collection to determine the winners.
“Grand Champion” was awarded to Ruckus painted by the African lions, Joshua, Kierha and Mindine.  “We responded best to paintings that revealed an obvious process.  It’s very satisfying when we can see the characteristics of the individual animal artists in the final piece,” said Kern.  “Smears created by a drag of the foot or some other natural animal activity make the pieces interesting.”

“Best Use of Color” was awarded to Spilled Sundae painted by a desert iguana using colors representative of its native environment in the southwest.
“Best Expression” was awarded to From Siri, With Love painted by Siri the Asian elephant.  “This painting was reminiscent of an Andy Warhol piece,” said Haylor-McDowell.  “It was the perfect amount of paint, smacked on the canvas like a ruby red kiss.”

“Best Overall Technique” was awarded to Frenzy painted by Makali the siamang.
“I was impressed with Makali's calligraphic approach, which yielded wonderful compositional balance,” said Kern.  “The mark making was unimpeded by factors that seem to stymie many humans,” added Haylor-McDowell.
Most Effective Human Influence” was awarded to Lavender Vine painted by the bleeding heart doves.  “The piece demonstrates a good eye by the handler,” said Haylor-McDowell.  “It’s sheer elegance.”
“Most Likely to Be Seen in the Turner to Cézanne Exhibition” was awarded to Stormy Seas painted by the ocelots, Shy and Lisa.  “This particular piece bears striking resemblance to the first painting you see in the Turner to Cézanne exhibition, The Storm by J.M.W. Turner,” said Kern. “The palette and movement of this piece are certainly evocative of Turner’s work.” 
Two Judges’ Citations were given to Cherry Blossom painted by Koto the fossa and All Ameri-Guin painted by Cuzco the Humboldt penguin.
“I was really drawn by the Jasper Johns style of this piece,” said Haylor-McDowell of the penguin painting, which resembles an American flag.  “It demonstrates really effective intervention by a human being.”  Jasper Johns, Jr. is an American contemporary artist best known for his painting Flag (1954-55), which he painted after having a dream of the American flag. 

In reference to Cherry Blossom, Haylor-McDowell noted, “The proximity of the prints lends a lilting voice to the composition of the piece.”
The Art Gone Wild! exhibition is available for viewing from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through November 21.  The exhibition is included in the price of zoo admission.

SIDEBAR: 

The Art Gone Wild! auction will be held Saturday, November 21 from 6 to 9 p.m. Nearly 200 pieces of extraordinary works-of-art created by the animals living at the Zoo will be auctioned off in support of the 2012 American Association of Zoo Keepers annual conference to be held at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo. The collection includes several pieces produced by trunks, paws, feet, hooves, scales, skin and, of course, brushes. Light refreshments and a cash bar will be available.  Admission is $5 per person; children 6 and under are free.
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.  The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.rosamondgiffordzoo.org.
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