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Art Gone Wild! Winners Announced
SYRACUSE, NY (November 18, 2010) – Twelve paintings in the Rosamond Gifford Zoo’s Art Gone Wild! exhibition were recently awarded commendations by a panel of judges, consisting of Steve Kern, director of the Everson Museum; Deb Haylor-McDowell, associate professor and chair of the art and photography department at Onondaga Community College and Melinda Johnson, arts editor for The Post-Standard. The judges spent nearly two hours analyzing 145 pieces in the collection to determine the winners.
“Grand Champion” was awarded to Ode to Pollock painted by the chuckwallas.  “It reveals a true understanding of what the artist was trying to do 50 years ago,” said Kern.  “The animals allowed paint to do what paint does naturally.”
“Best Use of Color” was awarded to Poppies in Bloom painted by the spotted turtles.  “Rhythmic structures and sophisticated layering create such depth,” said Haylor-McDowell. “There is unification through repetition and variety.”
“Best Overall Technique” was awarded to The Blues painted by Indy, the Asian elephant.  “All of the elephant spray paintings demonstrate the sheer exuberance of the artist,” said Kern.  “They are deeply referential to humans working in the same medium to escape traditional approaches to composition, color and narrative.”

“Best Expression” was awarded to No Way Out painted by Mortoise and George, the radiated tortoises.  “I find such irony in the face-paced gestural attitude of this piece,” said Haylor-McDowell. 
“Most Effective Human Influence” was awarded to Point Break painted by Gabriela, the Humboldt penguin.  “The piece is so elegant,” said Kern.
Judges’ Citations were awarded to recognize seven exceptional works within the collection, including Silk Kimono by the female siamangs, Amy and Makali and 

Sergeant Stitch by Stitch, the laughing kookaburra.


Impact by Siri, the Asian elephant, was acknowledged by Haylor-McDowell for being “strong and bold.”

The judges were unanimous in their preference for Madagascar Mambo by the Madagascar hissing cockroaches. “It’s more free resolved as a composition,” said Kern.
The panel recognized Kerouac’s Kraze by Gus and Briggs, the West African Guinea Hogs, for its “rock-solid composition.” Haylor-McDowell called it “unrestrained” and “gutsy, yet sensitive.”

Oil Slick by J.B., the blood python, also received a strong reaction from the judges. “When a snake can make a political statement that is so timely, it deserves recognition,” said Kern.
Pushing the Envelope by Joshua and Mindine, the African lions was “one of my favorites,” said Kern.
The Art Gone Wild! exhibition is available for viewing from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through November 20.  The exhibition is included in the price of zoo admission.

SIDEBAR: 

The Art Gone Wild! auction will be held Saturday, November 20 from 6 to 8 p.m. More than 150 pieces of extraordinary works-of-art created by the animals living at the Zoo will be auctioned off in support of the 2012 American Association of Zoo Keepers annual conference to be held at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo. The collection includes several pieces produced by trunks, paws, feet, hooves, scales, skin and, of course, brushes. Light refreshments and a cash bar will be available.  Admission is $5 per person; children 6 and under are free.
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.  The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and young adults ages 16 to 21, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.rosamondgiffordzoo.org.
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