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Rosamond Gifford Zoo to Host “Art Gone Wild” Exhibition
Syracuse, NY (October 21, 2009) – The Rosamond Gifford Zoo, in conjunction with the American Association of Zoo Keepers chapter (AAZK), will host “Art Gone Wild,” an exhibition of animal artwork, displayed throughout the zoo, from October 21 through November 21.  This unique display coincides with the “Turner to Cézanne: Masterpieces from the Davies Collection” exhibition held at the Everson Museum.  The exhibition is included in the price of zoo admission.
“Hosting ‘Art Gone Wild’ during ‘Turner to Cézanne’ gives the Rosamond Gifford Zoo a unique opportunity to attract an audience of zoo visitors who might not otherwise visit our facility,” said Chuck Doyle, director of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo.  We call it “Siri to Gus,” he joked.  Siri is the matriarch of the zoo’s elephant herd; Gus is a West African Guinea hog.
Members of the zoo staff have been working diligently with the animals under their care to create the art on display in the exhibition.  Of the 200 pieces in the collection, 100 are on display.  The smallest piece in the collection measures 3” x 3”, the largest is 36” x 48”.
At the conclusion of the “Art by Animals” exhibition, AAZK will host an art auction to raise funds in preparation for hosting the 2012 National AAZK conference.  The art auction will be held on Saturday, November 21, 2009 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo.  Admission to the auction is $5 per person; children under 6 are free.  Admission includes non-alcoholic beverages (coffee, tea and soda) and appetizers.  
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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