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Asian Elephant Extravaganza to Showcase 
Elephants and Asian Culture

Syracuse, NY (August 11, 2009) – Experience all that South Asian culture has to offer at the annual Asian Elephant Extravaganza hosted by the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, on Saturday, August 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  In collaboration with the Syracuse University South Asia Center, the event celebrates Asian elephants and their impact on South Asian culture while honoring the Zoo’s four Asian elephants: Indy, Siri, Romani and Kirina.  

 “This year’s event is more interactive than ever before,” said Nate Keefe, Director of Education.  “Not only will we have zoo-themed activities but we will be featuring, amongst other activities, traditional henna body art, paintings done by Asian elephants, traditional garb for children to dress-up in and live Indian music.”

Asian elephants are intelligent and extremely social animals. They are also endangered. With less than 40,000 in the wild, the management and breeding of Asian elephants in captivity is essential to their survival. The Rosamond Gifford Zoo has been in cooperation with the Association of Zoos and Aquarium Asian elephant Species Survival Plan since 1981.
Asian Elephant Extravaganza aims to highlight the strength and high intelligence of the Zoo’s popular pachyderm collection and their native environment.  A number of special activities are planned:
10:45 a.m.
Ceremonial elephant face painting demonstration

11:00 a.m.
South Asian Fashion Show



Presented by the Syracuse University South Asia Center



Courtyard

11:15 a.m.
Puppet Show



In the alcove across from the Jungle Café

11:30 a.m.
Elephant Pedicure

1:00 p.m.
Asian Dancing


Presented by the Syracuse University South Asia Center

Courtyard
1:15 p.m.
Puppet Show



In the alcove across from the Jungle Café

1:30 p.m.
Guess an elephant’s weight!

1:45 p.m.
Watermelon smash!



Watch our elephants eat watermelons and have some for yourself, too!

Watermelon courtesy of Price Chopper

2:00 p.m.
Siri and Romani try their trunks at painting!

2:30 p.m.
Elephant Demonstration

3:30 p.m.  
Elephant Demonstration
This event is free with regular zoo admission of $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62+ and students 16-21 with ID. Admission for children 3-15 is $4.00. The first 1,000 children aged 3-15 receive free admission courtesy of presenting sponsor, Total Care. Children under 3 are free.  For more information, call (315) 435-8511 x112 or visit www.rosamondgiffordzoo.org.
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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