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Zoo to Offer Animal Demonstrations and Free Daily Tours 
Syracuse, NY (June 28, 2010) – The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is pleased to offer a variety of animal demonstrations and free daily tours this summer.  
Animal demonstrations take place on weekends through June 25, 2010.  Starting June 26, 2010, demonstrations will be held everyday until September 6, 2010, weather permitting.  “Meet the Keeper” chats will allow visitors to interact with keepers from different areas of the zoo.

“Demonstrations and keeper talks not only give our guests the opportunity to learn more about our animals, but also allow them to interact directly with our knowledgeable staff,” said Tamara Singer, collection manager at the zoo.

For the second year, the zoo is pleased to offer guided tours. Tours are led by ZooGuides, a group of teens from Fowler High School.  Thanks to grants from KeyBank and Wegmans and support from CNY Works, Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo hired nine ZooGuides who have completed an intensive 35 hour training course to learn about the zoo and its residents.

Tours depart twice daily, at 11:15 a.m. and 1:15 p.m., seven days a week, and are included in the price of zoo admission.  Tours run approximately 45 minutes and begin at the gazebo in the courtyard and end with an animal demonstration; penguins in the morning and elephants in the afternoon. Tours will run through August 22, 2010.  A complete schedule can be found on the zoo’s website: www.rosamondgiffordzoo.org. 
The 2010 Demonstration Schedule is as follows:
10:30 a.m. 
Animal demo at the Domestic Animal Barn/Meet the keeper (TBA)
11:00 a.m. 
Elephant encounter
11:15 a.m.
 Guided tour departs
11:30 a.m. 
“In the Wings” bird show

12:00 p.m. 
Penguin keeper talk & feeding demonstration
1:15 p.m. 
Guided tour departs
1:30 p.m. 
“In the Wings” bird show
2:00 p.m.
Elephant encounter
2:30 p.m. 
Meet the keeper (TBA)/ Animal demo at the Domestic Animal Barn
3:00 p.m. 
Elephant encounter
3:30 p.m. 
Penguin keeper talk
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for seniors age 62 and up and young adults age 16 to 21, $4.50 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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