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Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo Celebrates 40 Years
Syracuse, NY (May 5, 2010) – County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney proclaimed today, May 5, 2010, Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park 40th Anniversary Community Celebration Day.  County Parks Commissioner William Lansley presented a proclamation issued by the county executive to Janet Agostini, president of Friends of the Zoo at a ceremony at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo.
“Onondaga County recognizes that Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park has been an integral partner in insuring the successful operation of the zoo over the past four decades,” said Lansley.  “Our zoo is a national leader in animal care, conservation and visitor experience and we couldn’t do it without the Friends.”

Friends of the Zoo was acknowledged for its many contributions to the zoo:

· In its 40 years of operation, Friends of the Zoo has contributed more than $8 million in capital support for the facility and contributes nearly $2 million in annual operating support

· Friends of the Zoo funds the education department which reaches more than 13,000 people each year through programming and supports the zoo’s education mission in numerous ways 
· Friends of the Zoo provides essential services to the zoo’s 345,000 guests, including the Jungle Café, park concessions and the gift shop
· Friends of the Zoo supports the zoo through fundraising, public relations and marketing efforts:

“Everything we do, from fundraising, public relations and marketing, to our education programs and business operations, is to support and improve the zoo,” said Agostini.
Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo is a non-profit organization that provides financial support to the zoo through funds dedicated to the welfare of the zoo’s animals, educational programs and family-friendly facilities. 

###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.  The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and young adults age 16 to 21, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children under two are free.  For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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