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Rosamond Gifford Zoo to Open Guanaco Exhibit
Syracuse, NY (July 1, 2009) – The Rosamond Gifford Zoo will officially open its new guanaco exhibit at 10:00 a.m. on July 2.  The herd, which consists of eight males, came to Syracuse from the Bronx Zoo.  Guanacos (Lama guanicoe) are considered to be wild animals, unlike llamas and alpacas, their domesticated relatives.  They are also in the same family as camels and vicuñas.  
Guanacos are slightly smaller than llamas, but are otherwise very similar.  As one of the largest wild mammals in South America, Guanacos can weigh up to 300 pounds and are about 3.5 to 4 feet tall.  They are slender, long-necked animals with pale brown backs, white undersides, a gray face and large, brown eyes.  
The guanaco is wild and endangered in much of its range, although attempts are now being made to protect them.  Guanacos are native to the arid, mountainous regions of South America. As both a grazer and a browser, guanacos are quite adaptable; some guanacos live in one of the driest deserts in the world (the Atacama in Chile) while others live in the wet archipelago of Tierra del Fuego, where rain falls year round.

Guanacos tend to live in groups of up to ten females, their young and one dominant male. Males without harems will form large groups of bachelors. When threatened, guanacos alert the herd to flee with a high-pitched warning call.  The male will usually run behind the rest of the herd in order to defend them, running up to 35 miles per hour.  As it so happens, guanacos are also excellent swimmers.  

In order to accommodate the Zoo’s newest additions, the reindeer have been relocated and will share an exhibit with the yak.  The new guanaco exhibit is located on the Wildlife Trail, just past the penguin exhibit. 

###
 The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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