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Muntjacs & Monkeys Make Zoo Debut
Syracuse, NY (September 23, 2010) – The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is pleased to announce the arrival of three Reeves’ muntjacs, as well as the official debut of the patas monkeys in Primate Park. 
Muntjacs are also known as barking deer, a nickname taken from their unique call, which resembles that of a dog. The group consists of two males, Sokka and Kaan, and a female, Katara. 

Muntjacs are the oldest known deer; fossilized remains from 15-35 million years ago have been recorded, making the species of great interest to evolutionary studies. Distinctive members of the deer family, muntjacs stand no more than two feet tall. Male muntjacs tend to fight for territory not with their antlers, but rather with tusks, which are actually downward-pointing canine teeth. They “bark” when threatened by predators. 

Muntjacs are no stranger to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo.  For several years, two muntjacs shared an exhibit with the red pandas. The new exhibit is located on the Wildlife Trail across from the white-lipped deer and adjacent to the red pandas. 
In addition to the excitement about the new exhibit, the zoo’s five patas monkeys are now spending time in Primate Park, an outdoor exhibit that opened in mid-July. The patas monkeys were introduced at the zoo in mid-August and will take turns with the siamangs spending time in the outdoor space until the winter weather arrives.
"We continue working to make changes at the zoo that will enhance the guest experience.  It's exciting to offer our visitors the opportunity to see a diverse mix of animals with additions such as the muntjacs and patas monkeys," said County Executive Joanie Mahoney.  

###
The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for seniors age 62 and up and young adults age 16 to 21, $4.50 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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