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Friends of the Zoo Announces
 2009-2010 Officers and New Board Members
Syracuse, NY (May 5, 2009) – The Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is pleased to announce its 2009-2010 officers of the board: 
Robert Linn, retired Ernst & Young, president; Jack Luchsinger, retired Farmers & Traders Life Insurance, vice-president; Judy Graham, Empower Federal Credit Union, immediate past president; Patricia Higgins, Small Business Development Center – Onondaga Community College, secretary; Al Gough, CXtec, treasurer; Debra Donlon, M&T Bank, member-at-large.
The Friends of the Zoo also welcomed Martin Custer, Tom Giufre, Glynn Matthews, Dorothy Rizzo to its Board of Directors and Ellenrose Galgano as the volunteer liaison to the board. 

Martin Custer is vice president-relationship manager at Key Bank.  He holds a Bachelor’s degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo.  Custer resides in Skaneateles and has two sons, Tristan and Caden.
Tom Giufre is a senior tax manager at Fust Charles Chambers LLP.  He received a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting and an MBA from St. Bonaventure University.  Giufre and his wife, Melissa, reside in Minoa.  
Glynn Matthews, Junior is an account executive for National Grid.  He has Bachelor’s degrees in Art and Business from the State University of New York at Buffalo, two MBAs from Canisius College, and a Masters of Electrical Engineering from the University of Buffalo.  He and his wife, Anne, reside in Cicero with their son, Glynn III.  They also have a daughter, Maria.
Dorothy Rizzo is a senior account representative for specialty markets for Welch Allyn, Inc.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo and an MBA from LeMoyne College.  Rizzo resides in Skaneateles with her husband, Ken Schmitt.
Ellenrose Galgano, a retired North Syracuse school teacher and alumna of Syracuse University is an active substitute teacher and volunteers more than 100 hours at the zoo each year.  She resides in Syracuse and has three nieces, a nephew and a great niece who all enjoy the zoo. 
Founded in 1970, the Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) support organization to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, operated by Onondaga County Parks.   The Friends of the Zoo supports the mission of the Zoo by providing educational programming to zoo visitors and the surrounding community.  The Friends’ organization supports the Zoo with marketing efforts, as well as fundraising and development activities such as Brew at the Zoo, Penguin Palooza and the Snow Leopard Soireé.   The Friends of the Zoo operates the gift shop, a catering department and the Jungle Café.  Over the years, the Friends organization has helped build new exhibits, improve existing habitats and upgrade facilities.  Membership offers discounts on programs and in the gift shop, a bi-monthly newsletter and free admission to the zoo.  

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo’s mission is to conserve, exhibit and interpret a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationship between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.
###
The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at 
(315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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