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Friends of the Zoo Announces New Board Members 
Syracuse, NY (June 9, 2010) –Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is pleased to welcome to its board of directors: Carl I. Austin, Jr., John J. Bellardini, Daynia Dodd, Monica D. Johns, Cynthia E. Maxwell, Esq., Dave Mevoli and Steven M. Wells.
Carl I. Austin, Jr. is co-managing partner at Bowers & Company CPAs, PLLC. A certified public account, Austin holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Le Moyne College. He resides in Jamesville with his wife, Barbara, and their three kids, Maggie, Jack and Mary.
John J. Bellardini is a partner at JC Jones and Associates, LLC. John is a Certified Turnaround Professional and earned his M.B.A. in human resources from Sage Graduate School, a master’s degree in accounting from Binghamton University and a bachelor’s of business administration degree in accounting from Siena College. Bellardini and his wife, Beth, reside in Jamesville with their children, Bridget and Jack.  
Daynia Dodd is a stay at home mom and community volunteer.  She has an associate’s degree in business administration from the College of St. Joseph’s in Rutland, Vt.  Dodd and her husband, Paul, live in Fayetteville with their children, Mallory and R.J. 
Monica D. Johns is president and CEO of Clarity Management Consulting, Inc.  She earned her M.B.A from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania and a bachelor of science in industrial engineering from the University at Buffalo.  She also holds the Project Management Professional (PMP®) credential conferred by the Project Management Institute and is a Six Sigma Black Belt.
Cynthia E. Maxwell, Esq. is a partner at Independent Employment Counsel, LLP. She received her law degree from the University of California, Los Angeles and graduated magna cum laude with a double major in political science and sociology from Brown University. In April 2009, she completed the Cornell University, ILR School, Scheinman Institute on Conflict Resolution Employment Law Arbitrator Training. 
Dave Mevoli is the general sales manager for TJ Sheehan Distributing, Inc. He holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Le Moyne College. Mevoli and his partner, Gregory Victory, reside in Syracuse.
Steven M. Wells is the vice president of American Food & Vending Corp. Wells graduated from Vanderbilt University Law School and earned a bachelor’s degree from the School of Hotel Administration at Cornell University. He lives in Cazenovia with his wife, Pamela, and sons, Jack and Sam.
Founded in 1970, the Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) support organization to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, which is operated by Onondaga County Parks.   The Friends of the Zoo supports the mission of the zoo by providing educational programming to zoo visitors and the surrounding community.  The Friends organization supports the zoo with marketing efforts, as well as fundraising and development activities such as Brew at the Zoo, Penguin Palooza and the Snow Leopard Soireé.   The Friends of the Zoo operates the gift shop, catering department and the Jungle Café.  Over the years, the Friends organization has helped build new exhibits, improve existing habitats and upgrade facilities.  Membership offers discounts on programs and in the gift shop, a quarterly magazine and free admission to the zoo.  

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo’s mission is to conserve, exhibit and interpret a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationship between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.
###
The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share. The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up young adults age 16 to 21, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15. Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at 
(315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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