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Friends of the Zoo Hires Development and Marketing Directors
Syracuse, NY (October 6, 2009) – The Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo announces the additions of Sarah Moore as director of development and membership and Maria Simmons as director of marketing.
“Sarah and Maria bring excellent talent and enthusiasm to our team of professionals,” says Janet Agostini, executive director of Friends of the Zoo.  “I look forward to working with both of them to advance the work of the Friends organization in support of the zoo.”
As director of development and membership, Moore will develop and maintain ongoing fundraising activities for the Friends and oversee the capital campaign in support of the projects within the Parks for Tomorrow II initiative.  
Moore grew up in Ithaca and received a Bachelor’s degree in American culture from Vassar College  and an MBA in entrepreneurship and marketing from Baruch College.  Prior to the zoo, she worked in New York City and Westchester County in program management, fundraising and financial management for arts and human services organizations.  Moore resides in Fayetteville with her husband, Frank, and daughter, Lauren. 

“The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is one of Central New York’s premier destinations, a leading institution for science, conservation and animal care,” said Moore.  “My goal is to raise the resources needed to make the zoo’s stellar programs and exhibits even better and to attract an even larger and more diverse audience to the zoo from across Central New York.”  

As director of marketing, Simmons is responsible for the planning and execution of strategic marketing campaigns to effectively promote the programs and services of the zoo.  She also oversees publications for zoo programming, Web communications for Catering at the Zoo and internal marketing. 
Simmons received training in fine arts from Nazareth College of Rochester and brings with her more than 20 years of marketing and advertising experience.  She resides in Skaneateles with her husband, Greg, and son, Nick.  She also has a grown son, Sean.  

“As an AZA accredited facility, the Rosamond Gifford Zoo is not only a world-class recreational facility, but also a venue for teaching and learning through personal experience to create a clearer understanding of the relationship between humans, animals and the environment we share,” said Simmons.  “It is my goal to promote the zoo, its programs and its mission throughout the region and beyond.”

###
The Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo is a non-profit organization that provides financial support to the zoo through funds dedicated to the welfare of the zoo’s animals, educational programs and family-friendly facilities. 

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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