[image: image1.jpg]OggNDAGA ROSAMO GID
W NEWS RELEASE

AT BURNET PARK

For Immediate Release For more information:
Lorrell Walter, Director of Public Relations
Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park
Phone: (315) 435-8511 x110




Rosamond Gifford Zoo to Introduce New Primate Species

One of only 15 American zoos to house patas monkeys

Syracuse, NY (August 16, 2010) - The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is pleased to announce the addition of five new patas monkeys. The family group, consisting of one adult male, two adult females and their two female offspring, arrived in Syracuse from Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo. After the standard quarantine period, the five primates are ready to greet the public; the exhibit formally opens Tuesday, August 17.
The Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) is eager to place patas monkeys with organizations such as the Rosamond Gifford Zoo to ensure long-term management of the North American population.  Syracuse is among 15 American zoos housing patas monkeys; there are 70 individual patas monkeys under human care in the United States.
Patas monkeys are members of the Guenon family, a diverse group of African monkeys found from the rainforest of Western Africa through the savannahs of Kenya.

“As the largest species of the Guenon family, patas are one of the most visible and one of the most attractive monkey species. We’re very excited to have them,” said Ted Fox, curator at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo.

With their slender bodies and long limbs, patas monkeys are better physically suited for a life on the ground rather than up in the trees. They are one of the fastest primates, capable of reaching speeds upwards of 30 mph. Patas are recognized by a black brow ridge and nose, as well as by a distinctive white area surrounding their mouths that resembles a more human feature: a mustache! 

Visitors can see the patas monkeys in their exhibit adjacent to the lemurs and eventually in Primate Park, an outdoor exhibit that opened earlier this summer.

###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for seniors age 62 and up and young adults age 16 to 21, $4.50 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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