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County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney Introduces 

One of Zoo’s Penguin Chicks
Syracuse, NY (April 14, 2010) – County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney joined the staff at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo earlier today to introduce one of the zoo’s Humboldt penguin chicks.

“Each spring we all wait in anticipation of babies at the zoo and I’m pleased to announce, once again, that we’re celebrating the arrival of a penguin.  Actually, nine chicks have hatched this year,” said the county executive.  “According to the Chinese Zodiac, the year 2010 is year of the tiger.  But here at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, it appears to be the year of the penguin!”
Nine chicks hatched this year. The zoo’s first penguin chick hatched on March 27, followed by its sibling on March 28.  Seven more chicks followed suit, with the final chick hatching just yesterday.

As it did last year, the Rosamond Gifford Zoo will be working with the Species Survival Plan (SSP) to send some of its chicks to other zoos in order maximize the genetic diversity of Humboldt penguins in zoos across the country.  Cuzco, a 2007 chick, will be sent to the Roger Williams Park Zoo in Providence, R.I.  Esperanza, a 2008 chick, will be sent to the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago, Ill.  The remaining 2008 chicks, Javier and Horatio, are awaiting recommendations.  Last year, two 2007 chicks, Raul and Nicolas, and a 2006 chick, Diego, were sent to Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle, Wash.
“When you really think about it, it’s pretty incredible that the Rosamond Gifford Zoo is making such a tremendous impact on a national breeding program,” said Ted Fox, curator at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo. “We’re setting the example for zoos much bigger than ours and we’re pretty proud of that fact.”
Humboldt penguins are named after the Humboldt Current, a cold, nutrient-rich ocean current that flows along the west coast of South America.  Humboldt penguins are endangered with only 12,000 to 30,000 remaining in the wild.
History of the Zoo’s Penguin Breeding Program
	Year
	Number of Chicks Hatched

	2006
	4: Carlos, Diego, Montaña & Tierra

	2007
	5: Andrés, Nicolas, Raul, Sergio & Cuzco

	2008
	3: Horatio, Javier & Esperanza

	2009
	5: Pedro, Hugo, Marisol, Amaya & Viviana

	2010
	9: Names to be decided once gender has been determined


  Total number of penguins currently in the colony: 40

Males: 16

Females: 15

Undetermined: 9
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share. The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and young adults age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children under two are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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