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County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney Introduces 

One of Zoo’s Penguin Chicks
Syracuse, NY (April 1, 2011) – County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney joined the staff at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo earlier today to introduce one of the zoo’s Humboldt penguin chicks.

“I am pleased to announce that two penguin chicks have hatched at the zoo this year,” said the county executive.  “It’s a testament to the dedication and expertise of our staff that in six years, 28 penguin chicks have hatched at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo.” 

The 27th penguin chick, belonging to parents Poquita and Frederico, hatched on March 19, followed by its sibling on March 22. The gender of the chicks is unknown; a blood test is required to determine their sex.
As in previous years, the Rosamond Gifford Zoo will be working with the Species Survival Plan (SSP) to send some of its chicks to other zoos in order maximize the genetic diversity of Humboldt penguins in zoos across the country and Canada.   
“As more zoos open Humboldt penguin exhibits across the country, the Rosamond Gifford Zoo continues setting the standard for penguin husbandry and welfare in an effort to preserve this endangered species,” said Ted Fox, curator at the zoo.
Humboldt penguins are named after the Humboldt Current, a cold, nutrient-rich ocean current that flows along the west coast of South America.  Humboldt penguins are endangered with only 12,000 to 30,000 remaining in the wild.
History of the Zoo’s Penguin Breeding Program
	Year
	Number of Chicks Hatched

	2006
	4: Carlos, Diego, Montaña & Tierra

	2007
	5: Andrés, Nicolas, Raul, Sergio & Cuzco

	2008
	3: Horatio, Javier & Esperanza

	2009
	5: Pedro, Hugo, Marisol, Amaya & Viviana

	2010
	9: Esteban, Gabriela, Guillermo, JJ, Juntos, Veinte, Sonia, Eduardo & Beatriz 

	2011
	2 (names to be decided once gender is determined)



    Total number of penguins currently in the colony: 41

Males: 21

Females: 18

Undetermined: 2
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults (19-61), $4 for youth (3-18) and $5 for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free.  For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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