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Rosamond Gifford Zoo Announces Winner 

of Penguin Chick Naming Contest
Syracuse, NY (October 15, 2009) – Officials at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo announced today the winning entry in the zoo’s penguin chick naming contest.  

Ashley Redhead, age 15, of Bridgeport, submitted the winning name, Marisol.  The word “mar” in Spanish means “sea” and the word “sol” means “sun,” loosely translating the name to mean “sunny sea.”

 “I thought it would be cute because we can always use sun in Syracuse,” said Redhead.
There were 379 suggestions submitted, which were narrowed to six finalists by the judges: Alita, Chica, Marisol, Nena Pingüina, Pepita and Plumita.  After two weeks of voting, Marisol rose to the top with 27 percent of the 729 votes.
Marisol, a female, hatched on July 22 and is the first chick to have hatched in the outside exhibit at Penguin Coast; all of the zoo’s other chicks hatched in the indoor animal husbandry room.  She is the first offspring of her parents, Sergio and Nero.  Sergio hatched at the zoo in 2007; Nero arrived with the original colony from the Portland Zoo in 2005.
“This has been a wonderful community project,” said Janet Agostini, executive director of Friends of the Zoo.  “Education is a huge part of the zoo’s mission and we heard from several teachers who used this contest as part of their curriculum – it’s been wonderful.”

###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
Facts & Figures

	Number of penguins in the colony
	31

	   Number of males
	16

	   Number of females
	15

	Total number of chicks hatched at the zoo
	17

	Number of chicks hatched at the zoo in 2009
	5

	Number of chicks hatched in the outdoor exhibit
	1

	Number of name suggestions received in the naming contest
	379

	Number of finalists in the naming contest
	6

	Number of votes received
	729
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