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Rosamond Gifford Zoo Announces Winner 

of Penguin Chick Naming Contest
Syracuse, NY (June 3, 2010) – Onondaga County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney joined officials at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo today to announce the winning entry in the zoo’s penguin chick naming contest.  
Hannah Caccamo (Cack-a-moe), age 8, of Kirkville, submitted the winning name, Esteban, which is Spanish for Steven.
“Steven is my dad’s name and since daddy penguins take care of the penguin eggs and babies, I think it’s cool to have a penguin named after my dad because he takes care of me,” said Caccamo.  

There were 607 suggestions submitted, which were narrowed to six finalists by the judges: Claudio, Esteban, Juntos, Santiago, Sinchi and Talcahuano.  After a week of voting, Esteban rose to the top with 36 percent of the 968 votes.
Esteban, a male, hatched on March 27 and was the first of nine chicks to hatch in 2010.  His biological parents are Frederico and Poquita, though Esteban was raised by foster parents, Carmen and Phil.  It is common practice at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo to divide the clutch (all the eggs produced at a single time) of a recommended pair to give other birds the opportunity to incubate an egg and raise a chick.
Because the results of the 2010 penguin chick naming contest were extremely close, zoo officials have decided to use the second place name, Juntos, for one of the other male chicks in the colony.  The name was submitted by Ashleigh Kinder, a kindergarten teacher from Skaneateles who currently teaches at the International School in Antofagasta, Chile.

“As you may know, several months ago Chile suffered a tremendous blow in the form of a devastating earthquake and tsunami south of us in the Concepcion region. In addition to contributing to the relief effort by fundraising and sending toys, we have also had discussions about patriotic unity and helping each other,” said Kinder.  “When I asked for suggestions for the baby’s name, I thought it was really special that my students settled on the Spanish word meaning ‘together,’ since Chile has come together after the earthquake.”  
Kinder’s class regularly corresponds with her nephew, Colin’s, second grade class at East Hill Elementary School in the West Genesee School District in Central New York. 

Four of the remaining seven chicks have been named by the zoo staff.  They are Gabriela, Guillermo, JJ and Veinte.  The zoo is waiting for gender confirmation before naming the remaining three birds.
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for seniors age 62 and up and young adults age 16 to 21, $4.50 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
Facts & Figures

	Number of penguins in the colony
	40

	Total number of chicks hatched at the zoo
	26

	Number of chicks hatched at the zoo in 2010
	9

	Number of name suggestions received in the naming contest
	607

	Number of finalists in the naming contest
	6

	Number of votes received
	968
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