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Primate Park Opened at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo
New exhibit offers outdoor space for siamangs, lemurs and patas monkeys
Syracuse, NY (July 15, 2010) – County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney joined the staff at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo earlier today to officially open Primate Park to the public. Primate Park is a new outdoor exhibit that will allow visitors to see and hear several of the zoo’s primate species like never before.
With mesh perimeter walls, swinging vines, large rocks, a waterfall and soft grass, Primate Park will offer a variety of physically and mentally engaging elements for the animals to benefit their individual health and happiness. 
“We have a world-class zoo right here in Onondaga County,” said Mahoney. “Primate Park is a terrific addition to our zoo, as well as our community, and I encourage everyone to plan a trip to come see it in person.”  
The siamangs, ring-tailed lemurs and the black and white ruffed lemurs will occupy the exhibit on a rotating basis.  Also sharing Primate Park is a new species to the zoo, patas monkeys, which will make their zoo debut soon.
Primate Park is located in the heart of the zoo, adjacent to Gatherings, a newly renovated green gathering space.  According to Ted Fox, curator of the zoo, Primate Park marks the first time in 10 years that a primate has occupied the exhibit space.
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share. The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for seniors age 62 and up and young adults age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.50 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children under two are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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