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Rosamond Gifford Zoo to Celebrate the Annual Squishing of the Squash
Guests to witness first ever underwater pumpkin carving in the penguin pool.
Syracuse, NY (November 5, 2009) – For those who have ever wondered what happens to pumpkins after Halloween, the Rosamond Gifford Zoo has the answer: the squash get squished!  The annual Squishing of the Squash is on Saturday, November 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and it’s sure to be a smash!  The event is included in the price of admission.  

New this year: underwater pumpkin carving in the penguin pool!  Mike Druce, director of education for National Aquatic Service, will work along side Ted Fox, curator at the zoo, and the penguins to carve a pumpkin in the 50,000 gallon penguin pool.  This activity will take place at 11:30 a.m.
Throughout the day, more than 20 species of animals will receive pumpkins during this gourd-filled gala of fun, including the tigers, siamangs and wolves.  Presenting unusual items, such as pumpkins, to the animals is part of the zoo’s enrichment program, designed to promote natural behaviors and enhance the well-being of the animals.
As part of the day’s activities, zoo-goers can watch as the animals stomp, romp and chomp pumpkins of varying size and shape.  Keeping with the tradition of the event, the elephants will receive a pumpkin of pachyderm proportion.  The extremely large gourd weighs an estimated 880 pounds and was donated by Walter Merriam of Fayetteville.  Be sure to watch as the Asian Elephants pulverize this pumpkin of pachyderm proportions at 11:00 a.m.!  Afterwards, visitors can have their photo taken along side a 950 pound pumpkin in the picnic area at the zoo.
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org
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Squishing of the Squash – Schedule of Events 
10:00 a.m. – Andean condors & Amur tigers

10:30 a.m. – African lions 

11:00 a.m. – Asian elephants*, Sheep & Goats, Guinea hogs
11:30 a.m. – Humboldt penguins# & Gray wolves
12:00 p.m. – Red wolves, Fisher & Lynx

12:30 p.m. – Spectacled bears° & White-lipped deer

1:00 p.m. – Fossa

1:30 p.m. – River otters & Egyptian fruit bats 
2:00 p.m. – Siamangs 

2:30 p.m. – Mandrills 

3:00 p.m. – Indoor birds 

*Pumpkin of Pachyderm Proportions – the Asian elephants will squish an 880 lb. squash! 
#Underwater Pumpkin Carving - New this year!  Representatives from National Aquatic Service will carve a pumpkin in the penguin pool.
°Pumpkin Piñata – A crowd favorite! The spectacled bears will be challenged to knock down a pumpkin piñata!
