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Rosamond Gifford Zoo to Remain Open 
During Water Main Modifications 
Syracuse, NY (May 12, 2009) – Onondaga County and the City of Syracuse have entered into an agreement to alter the 48-inch water main line to the zoo, so the zoo will be able to remain open in the event of another water main break.  The Rosamond Gifford Zoo will remain open May 13 and 14 while the modifications are made.  
Currently, the 48-inch main is fed by Westcott Reservoir and Skaneateles Lake.  Installation of a large valve in the water main located on zoo grounds will allow the zoo to remove itself from the damaged section, should a water main break occur; thus allowing access from the fully functioning portion of the line.

While the valve installation is taking place, some of the zoo’s services will be temporarily suspended.  Hot foods will not be served in the Jungle Café, but guests will still be able to order cold items including sandwiches, salads, snacks and drinks.  Portable restroom facilities will be available while the regular restrooms are out of commission.  Additional arrangements will be made to ensure the safety and well-being of visitors.

“This partnership between the county and the city is really beneficial to the zoo,” says Chuck Doyle, director of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo.  “While it will be a slight inconvenience for a couple of days, it is what is best for our guests in the long run.”
###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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