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Pedro the Penguin Signifies Successful Breeding Program
Syracuse, NY (June 16, 2009) – It’s a boy!  It has been confirmed that the newest member of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo’s Humboldt penguin colony is male.  In keeping with the tradition of giving the chicks names inspired by their native habitat, he will be called Pedro.  
Pedro is the 13th chick to hatch at the zoo since the exhibit opened four years ago.  His hatching echoes the success of the breeding program at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo which has helped contribute to the establishment of Humboldt penguin exhibits at zoos nationwide.  In March, three chicks hatched in previous years were transferred to the newly renovated, $6.5 million exhibit at Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle, Wash., where they continue to serve as ambassadors for their species.  

The penguins have attracted visitors and the media alike; one of the penguins from the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, Raul, was featured in an article written by Fiona Cohen for the online Seattle Post-Intelligencer.  One of Woodland Park Zoo’s penguin keepers, Celine Pardo was quoted in the article, saying “Raul is a particularly intelligent and bold penguin.”  
Humboldt penguins are named after the Humboldt Current, a cold, nutrient-rich ocean current that flows along the west coast of South America.  Humboldt penguins are endangered with only 12,000 to 30,000 remaining in the wild.  The birds transferred from the Rosamond Gifford Zoo will help ensure that this endangered species continues to produce valuable offspring and aid in their conservation.  

###
The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.    The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $6.50 for adults, $4.50 for seniors age 62 and up and students age 16 to 21 with I.D, $4.00 for youth ages 3 to 15.  Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s Web site at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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